Chapter  3 


The  Sanctity  of  Blood  and 
Human  Dignity 


3-i  The  Inviolability  of  a Believer  Exceeds  that 
of  the  Kacba 


There  are  some  people  who  declare  that  the  majority  of  the  Muslims 
are  disbelievers,  polytheists  and  innovators  on  account  of  political, 
ideological  or  religious  differences,  and  subsequently  massacre  them 
ruthlessly.  They  must  know  the  sanctity  and  honour  of  a believer’s  life 
in  the  sight  of  God  and  His  Messenger  jjL  The  Prophet  declared  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  a believer  greater  than  that  of  the  Ka  ba , the 
Sacred  House  of  God.  Imam  Ibn  Majah  transmitted  a hadith  on  this 
subject. 
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cAbd  Allah  b.  "Umar  said,  “Once,  I saw  the  Messenger  of 
God  circumambulating  the  Kacba  and  he  was  addressing 
it:  ‘How  excellent  you  are  and  how  sweet  your  smell  is!  How 
grand  you  are  and  how  grand  your  sacredness  is!  By  the 
One  in  Whose  Hand  is  Muhammad’s  soul,  the  inviolability 
of  a believer’s  property  and  blood  is  greater  in  the  sight  of 
God  than  your  sacredness.  We  must  think  only  well  of  a 
believer.’”1 


1 Set  forth  by  •Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan : Kitdb  al-fitan  [The  Book  of 
Tribulations],  chapter:  “The  Inviolability  of  a Believer’s  Blood  and  Property”, 
2:12.97  §3932.  •al-Tabaranl  in  Musnad  al-Sbdmiyytn , 2:396  §1568.  #al- 
Mundhirl  in  al-Targhlb  wa  al-tarhib , 3:201  §3679. 
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3.2  Killing  a Human  is  A Grave  Sin  like  Disbelief 

Imam  Abu  Mansur  al-Maturidl,  one  of  the  Imams  of  Ahl  al-Sunna  in 
theology,  interpreted  the  verse: 


(j  j\  l Lju  Ji-3  {yA$ 
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4 Whoever  kills  a person  [unjustly],  except  as  a punishment 
for  murder  or  [as  a prescribed  punishment  for  spreading] 
disorder  in  the  land , it  is  as  if  he  killed  all  of  humanity  y 


declaring  that  murder  can  be  an  act  of  disbelief.  He  wrote: 
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Whoever  declares  lawful  the  killing  of  a person  whose  killing 
has  been  forbidden  by  God  (except  when  there  is  a valid 
reason),  it  is  as  if  he  considers  it  lawful  to  kill  all  of  humanity. 
This  is  because  he  disbelieves  by  his  declaring  lawful  the 
killing  of  one  whose  killing  is  unlawful.  This  is  akin  to 
declaring  lawful  the  killing  of  all  of  humanity,  because  the 
one  who  disbelieves  in  one  verse  from  God’s  Book  disbelieves 
in  the  whole  of  it.  . . . 


Qur'an  5: 32. 
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This  verse  contains  another  possible  angle  of  interpretation, 
and  it  is  as  has  been  said:  His  murder  of  one  person  entails  the 
same  burden  [in  the  Hereafter]  as  if  he  killed  all  of  humanity. 
Another  possible  angle  of  interpretation  is  that  it  is  necessary 
for  everyone  to  make  a collective  effort  to  help  and  save  the 
peaceful  person  from  murder.  So,  when  the  murderer  kills 
that  harmless  soul  or  attempts  to  harm  it,  it  is  as  if  he  is 
attempting  to  do  that  to  everyone. . . . This  indicates  that  the 
verse  was  revealed  as  a ruling  for  the  people  of  disbelief  and 
the  people  of  Islam  together,  if  they  sow  corruption  in  the 
earth.1 


In  his  al-Lubab  ft  culiim  al-Kitab,  Aba  Hafs  al-Hanball  interpreted 
the  Quranic  verse, 11  it  is  as  if  he  killed  all  of  humanity ”,2  and  declared 
that  the  murder  of  one  individual  is  comparable  to  the  killing  of  all 
of  humanity,  and  he  quoted  the  sayings  of  different  imams  in  support 
of  this  position. 
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1 Abu  Mansur  al-Maturldl,  Ta'wilat  Ahl  al-Sunna , 3:501. 

2 Qur'an  5:32.. 
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Mujahid  said,  “If  someone  kills  a soul  unjustly,  he  will  go  to 
Hell  due  to  that  murder,  just  as  he  would  have  gone  to  Hell  if 
he  killed  entire  humanity.”  Qatada  said,  ‘God  has  made  the 
reward  for  saving  it  [a  life]  tremendous  and  made  the  burden 
of  sin  [for  taking  a life  unjustly]  tremendous  too.  This  means 
that  whoever  declares  it  lawful  for  himself  to  kill  a Muslim, 
it  is  as  if  he  killed  all  humanity  . Interpreting  the  same  verse, 
al-Hasan  al-Basrl  said,  “This  means  that  he  is  liable  to  legal 
retribution  [qisd.s\  for  killing  it  [the  sinless  soul]  as  would  be 
the  person  who  killed  all  of  humanity.” 
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God  says:  \lndeed,  those  who  wage  war  against  God  and 
His  Messenger  and  remain  engaged  in  creating  mischief  in 
the  land  [i.e.,  perpetrate  terrorism,  robbery  and  burglary 
amongst  people],  their  punishment  is  that  they  should  be 
slain,  or  crucified , or  their  hands  and  their  feet  on  opposite 
sides  should  be  cut  off,  or  that  they  should  be  exiled  from  the 
land . That  is  for  them  a humiliation  in  this  world , and  for 
them  there  is  a terrible  torment  in  the  Hereafter — except  those 
who  turn  to  God  in  repentance  before  you  overpower  them . 
So,  know  that  God  is  Most  Forgiving,  Ever-Merciful.y  The 
phrase  in  the  verse,  “ yuharibun  Allah ” ( wage  war  against 
God),  implies  that  they  wage  war  against  the  friends  of  God. 
That  is  the  interpretation  maintained  by  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  scholars.  Al-Zamakhsharl  said,  “They  wage  war 
against  the  Messenger  of  God,  and  waging  war  against  the 
Muslims  takes  the  same  ruling  as  waging  war  against  him.” 
This  verse  was  revealed  about  the  brigands  [highway  robbers: 
quttdc  al-tarlq ] amongst  the  Muslims,  and  [this  position 
is  held]  by  most  of  the  jurists.1 2  Indeed,  God’s  statement, 
4Those  who  wage  war  against  God  and  His  Messenger  and 
remain  engaged  in  creating  mischief  in  the  land includes 
everyone  who  possesses  these  traits,  whether  he  is  a Muslim 
or  a disbeliever.  One  cannot  object  or  claim  that  the  verse 
was  revealed  regarding  the  disbelievers,  because  the  point 
of  consideration  is  the  generality  of  its  expression,  not  the 
particular  circumstance  in  which  it  was  revealed.3  If  it  is  said 
that  those  who  wage  war  [muharibun]  are  those  who  join 
forces  and  who  possess  power  and  target  the  Muslims  in  their 
lives  and  wealth,  and  that  they  [the  scholars]  agree  that  if  these 
traits  are  found  amongst  people  of  the  desert  wastelands — 
then  they  are  brigands.  And  if  these  traits  are  adopted  by 
a group  residing  in  cities,  al-AwzaT,  Malik,  Layth  b.  Sa:d 


1 Ibid.,  5:33-34. 

2 usayn  al-BaghawI,  Ma'alim  al-Tanzll , 2:33;  and  al-RazT,  al-Tafslr  al-kablr , 
11:196. 

3 This  is  a maxim  of  Qur'anic  hermeneutics.  Ed. 
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and  al-ShafrT  all  agree  that  they,  too,  are  considered  brigands 
and  that  the  same  prescribed  punishment  is  to  be  applied 
against  them.  They  stated  that  when  their  crimes  take  place 
in  populated  areas  the  sin  is  severer.  They  inferred  this  from 
the  aforementioned  verse  and  the  generality  of  its  expression, 
and  because  it  is  a prescribed  punishment,  it  is  therefore  no 
different  from  the  other  prescribed  punishments.* 1 


The  humiliating  punishment  of  a murderer  who  intentionally  kills 
a believer  can  be  understood  from  the  verse  wherein  God  mentioned 
the  punishment  of  Hell  for  these  sinners  with  phrases  such  as  ‘ abide 
for  ages’,  ‘ His  wrath’,  ‘ curse  him ’ and  ‘ dreadful  torment God  says, 
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4But  he  who  kills  a Muslim  deliberately,  his  recompense 
will  be  Hell,  wherein  will  he  abide  for  ages.  God  will 
afflict  him  with  His  ivrath  and  will  curse  him.  And  He  has 
prepared  for  him  a dreadfid  torment.'?* 


3.3  Murder  of  a Human  is  the  Greatest  Wrong 
Like  Polytheism 

Ibn  Kathlr  (d.  774  ah)  interpreted  the  verse, 


> 


4 But  he  who  kills  a Muslim  deliberately 


declaring  intentional  murder  a major  sin  that  it  is  so  severe  and  grave 
that  God  has  mentioned  it  in  conjunction  with  the  greatest  wrong — 
that  of  shirk , or  idolatry.  He  writes: 


1 Abu  Hafs  al-Hanball,  al-Lubab  ft  culum  al-Kitdb , 7:301. 

1 Qur'an  4:93. 

- Qur'an  4:93. 


The  Sanctity  of  Blood  and  Human  Dignity  I 91 


V*  C & ^ ^ So  0 * r o **>  0 ^ 0 y y 

^ jiJ!  ^jJJl  \jS>  ^i^rT 

AjU»r-^w*i  3 dL~^>-  c<ul  ^ j\z£  4jl  G <uL  ^ 0^* jr^3  y& 

(JjIiaj  Nj  I4UI  4&1  £-*  *3  ! jliJiJl  ojj^>  3 

jstlyiiS  js^ : J&;  J X3  ^ikif 

IjJsiJb  ^3>  : jli  jl  (Ji  <lSJ^  aj  ij5^d3  Sll  ^£=ali^  f^=vj  fjp-  ^ 

.S^tj jJuLaJ  ,o^=tLxJ  Aj  ^£=u^>j  ^£=d\3  4&1  jV5*"  <J$“^  0^~~^ 


This  is  a stern  warning  and  emphatic  Divine  threat  to  those 
who  perpetrate  this  grievous  sin  that  is  connected — in  more 
than  one  verse  in  God’s  Book — with  the  taking  of  partners 
in  worship  along  with  God.  The  Most  High  says  in  Sura  al- 
Furqan , 4 And  [the  believers  are]  those  who  do  not  worship 
any  other  god  besides  God , or  kill  a soul  unlawfully — except 
with  just  cause — or  commit  adultery. 41 2  And  God  says,  4 Say 
[O  Prophet ],  “Come,  I will  recite  to  you  those  things  which 
your  Lord  has  forbidden  to  you:  Do  not  set  up  anything  as 
a partner  with  Him;  treat  your  parents  with  excellence  and 
do  not  kill  your  children  owing  to  poverty.  We  alone  give 
you  sustenance  and  [will  provide  for]  them  as  well.  And  do 
not  draw  near  to  shameful  deeds,  be  they  open  or  hidden. 
And  do  not  kill  the  soul  whose  [killing]  God  has  forbidden, 
except  when  it  is  justified  [legally].  These  are  the  injunctions 
He  has  enjoined  upon  you  so  that  you  may  apply  reason”.® 
[Qur  an  6:i5i]1 


As  he  was  delivering  his  Last  Sermon  on  the  evening  of  the  Hajj, 
the  Prophet  Jk  made  clear  the  unlawfulness  of  killing  and  pointed  out 
its  inherent  evil.  He  said, 


J <.\jS  oj. 


1 Ibid.,  2.5:68. 

2 Ibn  KathTr,  Tafstr  al- Qur'an  al-Azam,  1:535. 
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‘Indeed  your  blood  and  your  property  are  inviolable,  like  the 
inviolability  of  this  day  of  yours  and  this  month  of  yours 
and  this  land  of  yours,  until  the  day  you  meet  your  Lord. 
Listen,  have  I conveyed  the  message?5  The  Companions 
replied,  ‘Yes’.  He  said,  cO  God!  Bear  witness.  Let  the  one 
present  inform  those  who  are  absent,  for  perhaps  the  one  to 
whom  it  is  conveyed  will  retain  it  better  than  he  who  hears 
it  [directly].  Do  not  revert  as  disbelievers  after  me,  striking 
each  other’s  necks5.1 


The  Messenger  of  God  0k  has  clearly  given  the  judgement  in  this 
agreed  upon  hadith  that  those  who  shed  blood,  engage  in  violence  and 
acts  of  terrorism,  raise  arms  and  kill  Muslims  are  no  longer  Muslims; 
they  are  disbelievers.  The  Messenger  of  God  ^ has  removed  all  doubts 
about  this,  using  the  words,  ‘Do  not  revert  as  disbelievers  after  me, 
striking  each  other’s  necks’.  This  is  a clear  declaration  that  those  who 
commit  terrorism  and  mass  murder  are  disbelievers. 

Abu  SacTd  al-Khudrl  and  Abu  Hurayra  it  reported  that  the  Prophet 
0k  said  regarding  the  murder  of  a believer, 
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‘Even  if  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth 
gathered  together  to  shed  the  blood  of  a single  believer,  God 


1 Set  forth  by  #al-BukharI  in  al-Sahlb : Kitab  al-Hajj  [The  Book  of  Pilgrimage], 
2:620  §1654,  and  Kitab  aWilm  [The  Book  of  Knowledge],  chapter:  “The 
Saying  of  the  Prophet  0,  ‘Many  a Person  to  Whom  Something  is  Conveyed 
Retains  it  Better  than  the  One  Who  Heard  It”’,  1:37  §67.  •Muslim  in  ai-Sahih , 
3:1305-  1306  §167 9. 
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would  cast  them  all  into  the  Hellfire’.1 * 

3.4  Bloodshed  is  the  Greatest  of  all  Crimes 

Mass  murder,  bloodshed,  and  unjust  killing  are  such  grave  offences 
that  God  Most  High  will  take  those  who  commit  them  to  task  before 
anything  else  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection.  cAbd  Allah  b.  Mas  ud  ^ 
reported  that  the  Prophet  said  while  describing  the  enormity  of 
shedding  blood  unlawfully, 


The  first  issue  that  will  be  judged  between  people  on  the  Day 
of  Resurrection  is  that  of  blood  [i.e.,  murder]’.1 

\Abd  Allah  b.  Umar  reported  that  the  Prophet  & warned  about 
the  disastrous  consequences  of  fighting  and  bloodshed  and  said, 


‘Of  the  serious  matters  from  which  no  one  who  brings  it 
upon  himself  and  falls  into  it  will  escape  is  that  of  blood  that 
was  shed  unlawfully’.3 

Abu  Hurayra  reported  that  the  Messenger  of  God  said, 


1 Set  forth  by  •al-Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunan : Kitab  al-diyat  [The  Book  of  Blood 
Money],  chapter:  “The  Legal  Ruling  Concerning  Blood”,  4:17  §1398.  •al-RabT 
in  al-Mu$nad , 1:292  §757.  •al-Daylaml  in  Musnad  al-firdaws , 3:361  §5089. 

1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  al-diyat  [The  Book  of  Blood 

Money],  chapter:  “Whoever  Kills  a Believer  Intentionally”,  6:2517  §6471. 
•Muslim  in  al-Sahlh , 3:1304  §1678.  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 1:442. 
•al-NasaT  in  al-Sunan : Kitab  tahrim  al-dam  [The  Book  on  the  Prohibition  of 
Bloodshed],  chapter:  “The  Sanctity  of  Blood”,  7:83  §3994. 

3 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  al-diyat  [The  Book  of  Blood 
Money],  chapter:  “Whoever  Kills  a Believer  Intentionally”,  6:2517  §6470.  *31- 
Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al-knbra , 8:21  §15637. 
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‘Time  will  seem  to  get  shorter  and  knowledge  will  diminish. 
Miserliness  will  surface  and  tribulations  will  rise  and  haraj 
will  abound’.  The  Companions  asked,  ‘O  Messenger  of  God, 
what  is  haraj V He  said,  ‘It  is  killing.  It  is  killing’.1 


When  peaceful  civilians  are  targets  of  terrorism,  tyranny  and 
barbarism,  and  are  victimized  due  to  doctrinal  and  ideological 
differences  between  the  political  and  religious  personalities,  the  logical 
consequence  is  anarchy,  chaos,  lawlessness  and  strife.  ‘Abd  Allah  b. 
‘Umar  0 said, 
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‘We  were  once  sitting  with  the  Messenger  of  Allah  0 when 
he  described  the  tribulations.  He  described  them  at  length, 
until  he  mentioned  the  tribulation  of  al-ahlas.  At  that 
point,  someone  asked,  “O  Messenger  of  Allah!  What  is  the 
tribulation  of  al-ahlas ?”  The  Prophet  0 said,  “It  is  chaos  and 
mass  killing”.’1 


3.5  Killing  a Muslim  is  a Greater  Sin  than 
Destroying  the  World 

How  can  wrongdoers  who  brutally  kill  peaceful  citizens  to  realize 


Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahih : Kitab  al-fitan  [The  Book  of  Tribulation], 
chapter:  “The  Emergence  of  Tribulations”,  6:2590  §6652.  ‘Muslim  in  al-Sahih: 
Kitab  al-fitan  wa  ashrat  al-saa  [The  Book  of  Tribulations  and  the  Portents  of 
the  Final  Hour],  chapter:  “When  Two  Muslims  Confront  Each  Other  with 
Their  Swords”,  4:2215. 

Set  forth  by  *Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  al-fitan  wa  al-malahim  [The 
Book  of  Tribulations  and  Battles],  chapter:  “Mention  of  Tribulations”,  4:94 
§4242. 
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their  vicious  objectives  claim  to  be  the  stalwarts  of  peace  and  security? 
They  are  engaged  in  the  wanton  killing  of  thousands  of  non-combatant 
Muslims  through  their  terrorist  activities;  however,  the  Prophet  0 
declared  that  killing  a Muslim  is  a greater  sin  than  destroying  the 
whole  world. 

cAbd  Allah  b.  cAmr  0 reported  that  the  Messenger  of  God  0 said, 
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‘Certainly,  the  passing  away  of  the  entire  world  is  less  in  the 
sight  of  God  than  the  murder  of  a single  Muslim’.1 


(Abd  Allah  b.  Burayda  ^ reported  from  his  father  that  the 
Messenger  of  God  0 said, 

.LjJlII  4)1  JUp  jtdapl 

‘Killing  a believer  is  a more  serious  matter  in  the  sight  of  God 
than  the  destruction  of  the  entire  world5.2 * * 


Another  report  says  the  killing  of  a man,  without  legal  authority,  is 
a tragedy  more  serious  than  the  passing  away  of  the  entire  world.  Al- 
Bara;  b.  cAzib  0 reported  that  the  Messenger  of  God  0 said, 


auI  JLxp  o ^-^1  LJjJI  <Jl 


‘Certainly,  in  the  estimation  of  God,  the  passing  away  of  the 
whole  world  is  lighter  than  unjustly  shedding  the  blood  of  a 


1 Set  forth  by  •al-Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  al-diyat  [The  Book  of  Blood 
Money],  chapter:  “What  Has  Come  to  Us  Concerning  the  Gravity  of  Killing 
a Believer”,  4:16  §1395.  #al-NasaT  in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  tahrtm  al-dam  [The 
Book  on  the  Prohibition  of  Bloodshed],  chapter:  “The  Sanctity  of  Blood”,  7:82 
§3987.  *Ibn  Majah  in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  al-diyat  [The  Book  of  Blood  Money], 
chapter:  “The  Gravity  of  Killing  a Muslim  Unjustly”,  2:874  §2*^I9* 

2 Set  forth  by  •al-Nasal  in  al-Sunan : Kitab  tabrim  al-dam  [The  Book  on 
the  Prohibition  of  Bloodshed],  chapter:  “The  Sanctity  of  Blood”,  7:82-83 

§§3988-3990.  •al-Tabaranl  in  al-Murjam  al-saghir , 1:355  §594*  #al-BayhaqI  in 

al-Sunan  al-kubra,  8:22  §15647.  al-Jabaranl  declared  this  tradition  authentic 

[hasan]. 
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human  being’.1 


3 .6  The  Veneration  of  the  Dead  is  Imperative  in 
Islam 


While  Islam  has  ordained  the  observance  of  human  dignity  and 
the  protection  of  human  life,  property  and  honour  without  any 
discrimination  of  faith,  colour,  race  and  region,  it  has  also  enjoined 
with  equal  emphasis  on  the  veneration  of  the  dead.  Whether  Muslim 
or  non-Muslim,  a human  body  deserves  veneration  even  after  death. 
Some  self-styled  and  secular  people  are  vocal  against  Islam,  although 
they  have  neither  awareness  about  the  teachings  of  Islam  nor  have 
they  studied  Islam  in  detail.  They  target  Islam  due  to  their  ignorance. 
In  reality,  whatever  is  happening  in  Pakistan  and  some  other  Muslim 
lands  to  justify  terrorism  and  extremism  contravenes  Islam.  The 
political  leadership  of  these  countries  is  responsible  for  the  current 
situation,  which  is  keeping  people  from  the  right  direction  and  leaving 
them  strayed  and  uninhibited.  Islam  does  not  only  hold  human  life  in 
high  esteem  during  one’s  lifetime;  it  declares  it  an  obligation  to  pay- 
due  honour  to  the  dead  as  well — an  obvious  evidence  that  Islam  is 
absolutely  a religion  of  peace  and  mercy. 

According  to  Jabir  b.  ‘Abd  Allah 
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“Once,  a funeral  procession  passed  by  us  and  the  Prophet 
stood  up  for  it  (revering  the  dead),  so  we  stood  up  with 
him.  We  then  remarked,  cO  Messenger  of  Allah!  That  was 
the  funeral  of  a Jew  [so  why  did  you  stand  up]?5  He  replied, 
‘When  you  see  a funeral  procession,  you  should  stand  up.’”2 * * 


1 Set  forth  by  #Ibn  Abi  al-Dunya  in  al-Ahwdl , p.  190  §183.  •Ibn  Abl  cAsim  in 
al-Diyaty  p.  2 §2.  •al-Bayhaql  in  Shu  ab  al-Iman , 4:345  §5344* 

z Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahfh , al-Jana'iz  [Funerals],  Ch.:  Someone 

standing  up  for  a Jewish  funeral  procession,  1:441  §1249.  •Muslim  in  al-Sahlh , 

al-)ana}iz  [Funerals],  Ch.:  Standing  up  for  a funeral  procession,  2:660  §960. 

•Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 3:319  §14467.  •al-Nasa)I  in  al-Sunan , al- 
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According  to  another  hadith  report  related  by  cAbd  al-Rahman  b. 
Abl  Layla, 
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“Sahl  b.  unayf  and  Qays  b.  Sacd  were  sitting  in  al-Qadisiyya 
when  a funeral  procession  passed  by  them  and  they  stood  up 
for  it.  They  were  told,  ‘It  is  for  one  of  the  people  of  the  land,’ 
i.e.  one  of  the  dhimmls.  They  narrated,  ‘A  funeral  procession 
passed  by  the  Prophet  ^ and  he  stood  up.  He  was  told  that 
it  was  the  funeral  procession  of  a Jew  and  he  said,  ‘Is  it  not 
a (human)  soul?’”* 1 

The  exalted  Messenger  of  Allah  has  enjoined  the  veneration  of  a 
human  being  in  every  condition  and  under  all  circumstances  without 
any  discrimination  of  religion,  colour,  race  and  culture.  It  should 
be  kept  in  mind  that  here  we  are  talking  about  the  veneration  of  a 
deceased  human  being.  Alas!  Yet  we  are  unable  to  raise  a society  to 
respect  and  honour  living  humans. 


3.7  The  Sanctity  of  Human  Graves  is  Indispensable 

If  you  take  Islam  as  a paragon  of  love,  peace  and  compassion,  then  you 
will  discern  all  its  dimensions  illumined  with  lights  of  love  and  non- 
violence. Islamic  teachings  enjoin  us  to  revere  the  sanctity  of  graves  as 
well.  It  is  not  allowed  to  either  sit  or  stand  on  graves.  Body  and  bones 


Jana'iz  [Funerals],  Ch.:  Standing  up  for  the  funerals  of  polytheists,  4:45  §1922. 

1 Set  forth  by  •al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh,  al-]ana'iz  [Funerals],  Ch.:  Someone 
standing  up  for  a Jewish  funeral  procession,  1:441  §12.50.  •Muslim  in  al- 
Sahlh,  al-Jana’iz  [Funerals],  Ch.:  Standing  up  for  a funeral  procession,  2:661 
§961.  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  6:6  §23893.  ‘al-Nasa'I  in  al-Sunan, 
al-Jana'iz  [Funerals],  Ch.:  Standing  up  for  the  funerals  of  polytheists,  4:45 
§192!. 
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may  decay  and  decompose  with  the  passage  of  time;  however,  being  a 
grave,  a burial  place  of  a human  being,  it  has  to  be  venerated. 

To  ensure  the  sanctity  of  graves,  the  Messenger  of  Allah  ^ enjoined 
his  Community  to  remove  his  shoes  in  the  graveyard.  Bashir  b. 
Khasasiyya  has  narrated: 
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CT  was  accompanying  Allah’s  Messenger  when  we  passed  by 
a Muslims’  graveyard.  He  said:  ‘Indeed  these  people  have 
been  saved  from  a big  evil.’  Then,  passing  by  a graveyard  of 
polytheists,  he  said:  ‘These  people  have  been  deprived  of  a 
great  benefit.’  He  then  stepped  ahead.  When  he  saw  a man 
passing  through  the  graves  with  shoes  on,  he  said:  cO  man  in 
shoes,  remove  your  shoes!”’ 


Another  hadith  has  reported  these  words: 

j 1 l: 

“O  man  wearing  shoes!  It  is  a pity!  Remove  your  shoes!” 


When  the  man  saw  and  recognized  Allah’s  Messenger,  he  removed 
his  shoes  and  threw  them  away.1 

These  Prophetic  traditions  amply  prove  that  Islam  has  accorded 
equal  honour  to  human  beings  in  their  lifetime  as  well  as  after  death 
and  burial  in  the  graves.  The  scholars  and  the  interpreters  of  hadith 
have  established  the  veracity  and  veneration  of  funerals  and  the 
sanctity  of  human  graves  as  indispensable. 


1 Ibn  Majah,  Nisai,  Hakim,  al-Mustadrak 


